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assigned to Angra Mainyu, which it is the duty of the faithful
to kill.

The speculative question arises whether this view of Evil
ought to be called dualistic. It is largely after all a matter
of terms. If we choose to define dualism as depending on
the balancing of good powers and evil, we may regard the
terms as justifiable. Dr Casartelli1 elects to use it, on the
ground that the Parsi Evil Spirit is independent, and can
create. Against this there is the important consideration
that the outlook is optimist. The terms might be used with
some appropriateness of the present situation in that God is
believed to be limited by the opposition of evil powers who
are destined to be overthrown at the End.

The theoretic difference between the Parsi and Christian
doctrine would be that in the former He cannot ' kill debbil'
until the time, in the latter He will not, but determines to
destroy evil not by force but by love. It must however be
noted against this definition of Parsi doctrine that in practice
the ' Fiendly spirits of the Later Avesta was an ' ineffectual
angel' of darkness. Of the Magi, as responsible for the
theology of the Later Avesta, we see no reason to withdraw
an estimate formed before the present-day outcome of their
teaching had been observed in India.2

The interpreters of Zarathushtra busied themselves with explaining
the world where they should have tried to save it; they spent in dreams
about its future blessedness the energy that might have produced a
diagnosis of its deepest needs, and some contribution towards their
satisfaction. The result was a shallow optimism from which real
understanding of Zarathushtra himself might have saved them. The
very devil against whom they fought was a poor sort of demon after all,
contending with plenty of noise but with no sort of success: he could
be conquered by muttering a Gatha and killing some frogs. And Evil
is a greater and more dreadful fact than anything represented in the
Magian Ahriman. The shadows were not dark enough because the
light had grown dim since Zarathushtra's day.

The solvent which has so seriously weakened the conception
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